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Lonergan and the Break from Mythic Consciousness:  

The Position of the Muse and the Emergence of Responsibility 
 
  In Method in Theology, Bernard Lonergan considers the movement from myth to 

metaphysics through historical examples.  An element that Lonergan briefly examines in the 

early Greeks reflection on knowledge is the position of the muse.  The importance of the muse, 

he finds, wanes throughout the Greek discovery of mind.  However, Lonergan does not spend a 

great deal of time discussing specific poets or expounding particular consequences of the 

movement from myth to metaphysics.  This paper will follow Lonergan’s thought on the 

invocation of the muse and consider further its implications.  Specifically, this paper will  discuss 

the emergence of responsibility in the break from mythic consciousness through the Greek 

discovery of mind.   

  In short, through the invocation of the muse, the early Greek poet is not committing 

himself to the poem; he is claiming that he is not making a judgment and is therefore not 

responsible for one. Instead, the muse is ultimately responsible for its occurrence.  However, as 

the later Greek poets and philosophers became more critical of the omnipresence and importance 

of the muses and metaphysics became more explicit, a certain sense of responsibility for one’s 

works emerged.  So, it will be argued that along with the development of consciousness there 

emerged a sense of responsibility foreign to the works of the early Greek poet.    

  The benefits of this investigation are twofold: First, it will serve to expound a piece of 

Lonergan’s rich but somewhat compact treatment of the movement from myth to metaphysics.  

Second, it will offer an investigation into specific poets and myths while employing both 

Lonergan’s methods and insights found throughout his works.  


