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Lonergan andhe Break from Mythic Consciousness:
The Position of the Muse and the EmergenceeasRnsibility

In Method in TheologyBernard Lonerganonsiders the movement from myth to
metaphysics through historical examplésn element that Lonergdmiefly examinesn the
early Greekseflection on knowledges thepositionof the muse The mportance of the muse,
he finds, wanes throught the Greekdiscovery of mind. However,Lonergandoes not spend a
great deal of timeliscussing specific poets expoundingparticularconsequencesf the
movementirom myth to metaphysicsThis paper willfollow Lonergan’s thought on the
invocaion of the muse and considirther its implications Specifically,this pape will discuss
the emergencef responsibility in théreak from mythic consciousness through@reek
discovery of mind

In short,through the invocation of the mustie early Greekpoetis not committing
himself to the poem; he is claiming that he is not making a judgmens tretefore not
responsible for ondnstead the muse is ultimately responsibler its occurrence.However,as
the later Geek poets and philosophers b@eamore critical of the omnipresence and importance
of the musesand metaphysics became more explec certainsense of responsibility for one’s
worksemerged So, it will be arguedhataong with thedevelopment o€onsciousnesthere
emergeda sense of responsibilifgreign to the works of the early Greek poet

The benefits of this investigation are twofold: First, it will serve to exp@upgce of
Lonergan’s rich but soewhat compact treatmeof the movement frormythto metaphysics
Secondjt will offer an investigation int@specific poets and myths whigemployng both

Lonergan’s methodand insightsound throughout his works



